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The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH provides a new annotated
edition of the two layers of the "Sanaa Palimpsest," one of the oldest Qur'an manuscripts yet discovered. It
features a critical introduction that offers new hypotheses concerning the transmission of the Qur'an during
the first centuries of Islam. The palimpsest contains two superimposed Qur'anic texts within two layers of
writing, on thirty-eight leaves of parchment collectively numbered MS 01.27-1 in the Dar al-Makhtutat,
Sanaa, Yemen. The palimpsest's lower text, which has been dated to the first century of Islam (seventh
century CE), was subsequently erased and the parchment was later reused for writing another Qur'anic text,
which remains visible in natural light. This upper text is thought to date from the second century of Islam
(eighth century CE). The two layers were imaged in 2007 by a French-Italian mission.

Both Qur'anic texts are fragmented and present aspects of work in progress. In its lower layer, the manuscript
offers the oldest witness of a reading instruction in Qur'an text and perhaps even in any Arabic text. Such
peculiarities offer rare evidence as to how the Qur'an was transmitted, taught and written down in the first
centuries of Islam. The critical introduction and annotated edition contextualises the volume in the field of
Qur'an manuscript studies and Qur'anic studies, and engages with the historical and institutional contexts of
transmission of the Qur'anic passages. Asma Hilali also makes systematic reference to previous studies and
partial editions of the same manuscript.
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From reader reviews:

Omar Stewart:

The book The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies
Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you.
The book The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies
Series) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Eldon Hall:

Precisely why? Because this The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries
AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Marcella Aragon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies
Series) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide
then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Sanaa
Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) giving you
yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Blair Gant:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the
Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) publication written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still question The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic



Studies Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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