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'Why do any human beings choose to be socialists? Why has socialist politics proved in practice so
frequently disappointing? How far can socialist ideas still serve to inform and guide political judgement in
modern states for the better? Are the evident weaknesses of socialist politics in all its varieties likely to lead
to its disappearance from modern political activity in the readily imaginable future?' These are the questions
John Dunn faces in this book, offering an appraisal of the strengths and weaknesses of socialism as a
political theory. Its strengths, he argues, will always lie in its hostility to the manifest injustices of capitalist
property relations. But its weaknesses stem from an inadequate and disingenuous conception of political
power and political action, and from the widespread failures of socialist economic planning. Dunn goes on to
examine how these failings might be remedied or minimized, given the options available from present
conditions and the history of socialist politics. The conclusions of his analysis are not optimistic: the future
for socialism will not be a comfortable one. But, he says, an honest recognition of the real problems that
exist and an understanding of their causes is the only way of renewing confidence in socialism's promises of
democracy and material security. This book is an attempt to confront problems which have arisen largely
from the practice of socialist politics itself and to locate their sources within the confusions and
equivocations of existing understandings of socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

The publication with title The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in Political Theory (Themes in the Social
Sciences) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Vicky Moore:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences) provide
you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Dawn Campbell:

You can get this The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences) by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Colleen Williams:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in
Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in
Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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