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The world is on the verge of receiving new life forms that will profoundly and irrevocably change the global
economy: the "gene hunters" who first cloned the gene in 1973 are now not only modifying existing species
but also creating new plants and animals. Ready or not for such awesome power, the human race has put
itself in a position to govern evolution. What will we do with the abilities we now command? asks this broad
and stimulating book on the role of plant material in economic development. Writing in a style that is easily
understandable even to those with no background in biotechnology, Calestous Juma begins by showing how
the importation of plants strengthened the British Empire and brought the United States to global agricultural
superiority. He goes on to explore the current international competition for genetic material and the potential
impact of biotechnology on the relationship of the developed and developing world. Juma points out that
biotechnology poses real dangers to the third world. Often one of the few exportable resources that a
developing country possesses is an unusual or rare crop, but biotechnological techniques make possible the
cultivation of many such crops outside their natural habitats, potentially eliminating the need to import the
crops from the countries in which they grow indigenously. After discussing the threat of biotechnology,
Juma comes full circle and points out that it does not have to be a threat. Actually, tremendous benefits could
accrue to the third world from biotechnology--if and only if that new technology is adapted to its needs.

Originally published in 1989.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Gene Hunters: Biotechnology and the Scramble for Seeds
(Princeton Legacy Library).

Kurt Gomez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your account is
The Gene Hunters: Biotechnology and the Scramble for Seeds (Princeton Legacy Library) this guide consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Ken Martin:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely The Gene Hunters: Biotechnology and the Scramble for Seeds
(Princeton Legacy Library). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Richard Simpson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Gene Hunters: Biotechnology and the Scramble for Seeds (Princeton Legacy Library)
when you essential it?
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