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One of the most significant differences between the New World's major areas of high culture is that
Mesoamerica had no beasts of burden and wool, while the Andes had both. Four members of the camelid
family--wild guanacos and vicuñas, and domestic llamas and alpacas--were native to the Andes. South
American peoples relied on these animals for meat and wool, and as beasts of burden to transport goods all
over the Andes. In this book, Duccio Bonavia tackles major questions about these camelids, from their
domestication to their distribution at the time of the Spanish conquest. One of Bonavia's hypotheses is that
the arrival of the Europeans and their introduced Old World animals forced the Andean camelids away from
the Pacific coast, creating the (mistaken) impression that camelids were exclusively high-altitude animals.
Bonavia also addresses the diseases of camelids and their population density, suggesting that the original
camelid populations suffered from a different type of mange than that introduced by the Europeans. This new
mange, he believes, was one of the causes behind the great morbidity of camelids in Colonial times. In terms
of domestication, while Bonavia believes that the major centers must have been the puna zone intermediate
zones, he adds that the process should not be seen as restricted to a single environmental zone. Bonavia's
landmark study of the South American camelids is now available for the first time in English. This new
edition features an updated analysis and comprehensive bibliography. In the Spanish edition of this book,
Bonavia lamented the fact that the zooarchaeological data from R. S. MacNeish's Ayacucho Project had yet
to be published. In response, the Ayacucho's Project's faunal analysts, Elizabeth S. Wing and Kent V.
Flannery, have added appendices on the Ayacucho results to this English edition. This book will be of broad
interest to archaeologists, zoologists, social anthropologists, ethnohistorians, and a wide range of students.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Ng:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph). Try to make book
The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Keesha Marks:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great in addition to important the book The South American Camelids (Cotsen
Monograph). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Jessie Henricks:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The South American Camelids (Cotsen
Monograph) to read.

Kevin Williams:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The South American Camelids
(Cotsen Monograph) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the publication The South American Camelids (Cotsen Monograph) can
to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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