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First published in New Zealand in 1957, Owls Do Cry, was Janet Frame’s second book and the first of her
thirteen novels. Now approaching its 60th anniversary, it is securely a landmark in Frame’s catalog and
indeed a landmark of modernist literature. The novel spans twenty years in the Withers family, tracing
Daphne’s coming of age into a post-war New Zealand too narrow to know what to make of her. She is
deemed mad, institutionalized, and made to undergo a risky lobotomy. Margaret Drabble calls Owls Do Cry
“a song of survival”—it is Daphne’s song of survival but also the author’s: Frame was herself misdiagnosed
with schizophrenia and scheduled for brain surgery. She was famously saved only when she won New
Zealand’s premier fiction prize.

Frame was among the first major writers of the twentieth century to confront life in mental institutions and
Owls Do Cry is important for this perspective. But it is equally valuable for its poetry, its incisive satire, and
its acute social observations. A sensitively rendered portrait of childhood and adolescence and a testament to
the power of imagination, this early novel is a first-rate example of Frame’s powerful, lyric, and original
prose.
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From reader reviews:

John White:

The book Owls Do Cry: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Owls Do Cry: A Novel to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a guide Owls Do Cry: A
Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this guide?

David Dabbs:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for us. The book Owls Do Cry: A Novel ended up being making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
Owls Do Cry: A Novel is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
with the book Owls Do Cry: A Novel. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Donna Cauley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Owls Do Cry: A
Novel, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Christopher Melendez:

Beside this specific Owls Do Cry: A Novel in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Owls Do Cry: A Novel because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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