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`From Thomas Hobbes' fear of the power of laughter to the compulsory, packaged "fun" of the contemporary
mass media, Billig takes the reader on a stimulating tour of the strange world of humour. Both a significant
work of scholarship and a novel contribution to the understanding of the humourous, this is a seriously
engaging book' - David Inglis, University of Aberdeen

This delightful book tackles the prevailing assumption that laughter and humour are inherently good. In
developing a critique of humour the author proposes a social theory that places humour - in the form of
ridicule - as central to social life. Billig argues that all cultures use ridicule as a disciplinary means to uphold
norms of conduct and conventions of meaning.

Historically, theories of humour reflect wider visions of politics, morality and aesthetics. For example,
Bergson argued that humour contains an element of cruelty while Freud suggested that we deceive ourselves
about the true nature of our laughter. Billig discusses these and other theories, while using the topic of
humour to throw light on the perennial social problems of regulation, control and emancipation.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society). Try to stumble through book Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a
Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) as your buddy. It
means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Jerry Sonnier:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that you can
your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of
Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

George Jamison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a
Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) publication written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Clarence Williams:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top list in your reading list is actually Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour



(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.
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