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In recent decades, poetry slams and the spoken word artists who compete in them have sparked a resurgent
fascination with the world of poetry. However, there is little critical dialogue that fully engages with the
cultural complexities present in slam and spoken word poetry communities, as well as their ramifications.
 
In Killing Poetry, renowned slam poet, Javon Johnson unpacks some of the complicated issues that comprise
performance poetry spaces. He argues that the truly radical potential in slam and spoken word communities
lies not just in proving literary worth, speaking back to power, or even in altering power structures, but
instead in imagining and working towards altogether different social relationships. His illuminating
ethnography provides a critical history of the slam, contextualizes contemporary black poets in larger black
literary traditions, and does away with the notion that poetry slams are inherently radically democratic and
utopic.
 
Killing Poetry—at times autobiographical, poetic, and journalistic—analyzes the masculine posturing in the
Southern California community in particular, the sexual assault in the national community, and the ways in
which related social media inadvertently replicate many of the same white supremacist, patriarchal, and
mainstream logics so many spoken word poets seem to be working against. Throughout, Johnson examines
the promises and problems within slam and spoken word, while illustrating how community is made and
remade in hopes of eventually creating the radical spaces so many of these poets strive to achieve. 
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam
and Spoken Word Communities was making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making
of Slam and Spoken Word Communities is not only giving you much more new information but also for
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken
Word Communities. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Adrian Woodson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Killing
Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities is kind of book which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Cameron Keller:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities, you can tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
guide.

Nicole Norris:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This reserve Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and
Spoken Word Communities was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know



how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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