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What do we do when we raise a child, teach a student, or educate a person as a member of society? For the
French philosopher Michel Serres, all of these forms of pedagogy require painful yet exhilarating departures
from home and encounters with Otherness. Like a swimmer who plunges into the river's current to reach the
opposite bank, the person who wishes to learn must risk a voyage from the familiar to the strange. True
education, Serres writes, takes place in the fluid middle of this crossing. To be educated is to become a
harlequin, a crossbreed, a hybrid of our origins--like a newborn child, complexly produced as a mixture of
maternal and paternal genes, yet an independent existence, separated from the familiar and determined.
 
In this wide-ranging meditation on learning and difference, Serres--the scientist turned epistemologist,
philosopher turned moralist, reveler of being a half-breed from every point of view--explores numerous
pathways in philosophy, science, and literature to argue that the best contemporary education requires
knowledge of both science's general truths and literature's singular stories. He heralds a new pedagogy which
claims that from the crossbreeding of the humanities and the sciences a new educational ideal can be born:
the troubadour of knowledge.
 
With his agile and poetic voice, Serres has created a meditation of precisely this pluralistic creation, deftly
recognizing it as a third party bred not of orderly dialectics but of the destabilizing multiplicity of the present
age. Those who know the enormous range and clarity of this thinker will welcome this latest volume
translated into English by Sheila Glaser with the assistance of William Paulson.
 
Michel Serres has taught at Clermont-Ferrand, the University of Paris VIII [Vincennes], the Sorbonne, and
Stanford University, and has served as visiting professor at Johns Hopkins University. Other works of his
available in English translation include Conversations on Science, Culture, and Time (with Bruno Latour),
Genesis, and The Natural Contract, also published by The University of Michigan Press.
 
Sheila Glaser is Reviews Editor of Artforum magazine. William Paulson is Professor of French and Chair of
the Department of Romance Languages and Literatures at the University of Michigan.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Troubadour of Knowledge (Studies in Literature and Science).
Try to make book The Troubadour of Knowledge (Studies in Literature and Science) as your buddy. It
means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Ralph McClure:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Troubadour of Knowledge
(Studies in Literature and Science) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book
with you?

Robert Lewis:

The Troubadour of Knowledge (Studies in Literature and Science) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Troubadour of Knowledge (Studies in Literature and Science) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Hanson:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Troubadour of Knowledge (Studies in
Literature and Science) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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