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On the outskirts of Havana lies Mazorra, an asylum known to--and at times feared by--ordinary Cubans for
over a century. Since its founding in 1857, the island's first psychiatric hospital has been an object of
persistent political attention. Drawing on hospital documents and government records, as well as the popular
press, photographs, and oral histories, Jennifer L. Lambe charts the connections between the inner workings
of this notorious institution and the highest echelons of Cuban politics. Across the sweep of modern Cuban
history, she finds, Mazorra has served as both laboratory and microcosm of the Cuban state: the asylum is an
icon of its ignominious colonial and neocolonial past and a crucible of its republican and revolutionary
futures.

From its birth, Cuban psychiatry was politically inflected, drawing partisan contention while sparking
debates over race, religion, gender, and sexuality. Psychiatric notions were even invested with revolutionary
significance after 1959, as the new government undertook ambitious schemes for social reeducation. But
Mazorra was not the exclusive province of government officials and professionalizing psychiatrists. U.S.
occupiers, Soviet visitors, and, above all, ordinary Cubans infused the institution, both literal and
metaphorical, with their own fears, dreams, and alternative meanings. Together, their voices comprise the
madhouse that, as Lambe argues, haunts the revolutionary trajectory of Cuban history.
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From reader reviews:

John Warner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning
Cuba). Try to the actual book Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning Cuba) as
your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Tara Huber:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning Cuba), it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Michael Vogel:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in Cuban History (Envisioning Cuba).

Gordon Lipsky:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in
Cuban History (Envisioning Cuba) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who



want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Madhouse: Psychiatry and Politics in Cuban
History (Envisioning Cuba) become your personal starter.
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