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At once a hypnotic murder mystery, scathing literary parody, soap opera, and brilliant pastiche, Betrayals is
an astonishing virtuouso performance by a modern master of literary gamesmanship in the tradition of
Vladimir Nabokov and John Barth.
The novel unforlds in a series of seemingly unrelated narratives, each written in a different style -- indeed, in
a different genre. There is an obituary for a Scottish scientist and Nobel Prize winner, written by a colleague
who clearly relishes his death. Early in the century, a train in the Scottish Highlands heads down the wrong
track during a winter snowstorm, and the passengers are forced to abandon the train, resulting in the death --
or is it murder? -- of one of them. An inane publisher's reader summarizes the plot of a tacky hospital
romance novel, which ends in a gory murder all too reminiscent of Jack the Ripper. Even a report on a
contemporary academic controversy explodes into a scandal of plagiarism, shattered reputations, paranoia,
and suicide -- or is it murder made to look as such?
As Palliser deftly teases out each new situation, it becomes clear that they are all variations on a single
outrageous theme: a distinguished figure in some intellectual pursuit -- science, literature, academia --
becomes obsessed with the success of a rival and schemes his demise, only to botch the job out of sheer
monomania. Like the scorpion that stings itself to death, each plotter becomes a victim of his own plot; each
betrayer changes places with the betrayed in an intricate dance of deception, revenge, and revelation.
A challenging, engrossing, utterly original work of art, Betrayals is also pure joy to read -- a book that will
make you laugh out loud, turn pages madly in pursuit of the next plot twist, and above all, marvel at the
supreme ingenuity of a fictional puzzle in which the unlikeliest pieces fit together perfectly.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ariane Gray:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Betrayals as the daily resource information.

Brian Seery:

Often the book Betrayals has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Kayla France:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is actually Betrayals.

Glory Ruiz:

This Betrayals is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately
using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Betrayals in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt which?
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