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How do women – mothers, daughters, aunts, nieces and grandmothers -- make sense of judgment to a
lifetime behind bars? In Women Doing Life, Lora Bex Lempert examines the carceral experiences of women
serving life sentences, presenting a typology of the ways that life-sentenced women grow and self-actualize,
resist prison definitions, reflect on and “own” their criminal acts, and ultimately create meaningful lives
behind prison walls. Looking beyond the explosive headlines that often characterize these women as
monsters, Lempert offers rare insight into this vulnerable, little studied population.  Her gendered analysis
considers the ways that women “do crime” differently than men and how they have qualitatively different
experiences of imprisonment than their male counterparts. Through in-depth interviews with 72 women
serving life sentences in Michigan, Lempert brings these women back into the public arena, drawing
analytical attention to their complicated, contradictory, and yet compelling lives.
 
Women Doing Life focuses particular attention on how women cope with their no-exit sentences and explores
how their lifetime imprisonment catalyzes personal reflection, accountability for choices, reconstruction of
their stigmatized identities, and rebuilding of social bonds. Most of the women in her study reported
childhoods in environments where violence and disorder were common; many were victims before they were
offenders. Lempert vividly illustrates how, behind the prison gates, life-serving women can develop lives
that are meaningful, capable and, oftentimes, even ordinary. Women Doing Life shows both the scope and the
limit of human possibility available to women incarcerated for life. 

   Instructor's Guide
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From reader reviews:

Grady Long:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for
Identity.

Alice Myers:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Women
Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Women Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for
Identityis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Raymond Floyd:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Women Doing Life: Gender,
Punishment and the Struggle for Identity.

Clifford Harris:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Women
Doing Life: Gender, Punishment and the Struggle for Identity will give you new experience in looking at a



book.
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