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How much do you really know about the systems that keep a city alive? The Works: Anatomy of a City
contains everything you ever wanted to know about what makes New York City run. When you flick on your
light switch the light goes on--how? When you put out your garbage, where does it go? When you flush your
toilet, what happens to the waste? How does water get from a reservoir in the mountains to your city faucet?
How do flowers get to your corner store from Holland, or bananas get there from Ecuador? Who is operating
the traffic lights all over the city? And what in the world is that steam coming out from underneath the
potholes on the street? Across the city lies a series of extraordinarily complex and interconnected systems.
Often invisible, and wholly taken for granted, these are the systems that make urban life possible.

The Works: Anatomy of a City offers a cross section of this hidden infrastructure, using beautiful, innovative
graphic images combined with short, clear text explanations to answer all the questions about the way things
work in a modern city. It describes the technologies that keep the city functioning, as well as the people who
support them-the pilots that bring the ships in over the Narrows sandbar, the sandhogs who are currently
digging the third water tunnel under Manhattan, the television engineer who scales the Empire State
Building's antenna for routine maintenance, the electrical wizards who maintain the century-old system that
delivers power to subways.

Did you know that the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge is so long, and its towers are so high, that the builders had
to take the curvature of the earth's surface into account when designing it? Did you know that the George
Washington Bridge takes in approximately $1 million per day in tolls? Did you know that retired subway
cars travel by barge to the mid-Atlantic, where they are dumped overboard to form natural reefs for fish? Or
that if the telecom cables under New York were strung end to end, they would reach from the earth to the
sun? While the book uses New York as its example, it has relevance well beyond that city's boundaries as the
systems that make New York a functioning metropolis are similar to those that keep the bright lights burning
in big cities everywhere.

The Works is for anyone who has ever stopped midcrosswalk, looked at the rapidly moving metropolis
around them, and wondered, how does this all work?
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From reader reviews:

Louise Hacker:

This The Works: Anatomy of a City are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason why of this The Works: Anatomy of a City can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Works: Anatomy of a City forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mike Huey:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Works: Anatomy of a City.

Eric Ballentine:

The book The Works: Anatomy of a City has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Mary Jacobs:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Works: Anatomy of a City can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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