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Is marriage the foundation of family life? Many people today would say, ''No!'' Others would say, ''Yes!'', but
they would define ''family'' and ''marriage'' in ways at odds with how the words have been used almost
throughout human history. In this revised and expanded edition of Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family
is Built, internationally-renowned theologian William E. May makes the case for marriage's foundational
role for family, with marriage defined as the union of one man and one woman. Drawing on Pope John Paul
II's ''theology of the body'', he explains the person-affirming, love-enabling, life-giving, and sanctifying
nature of marriage. He shows how marriage is necessarily a complementary union of man and woman and
how this rules out the idea of ''same-sex'' marriage.

May argues, drawing on Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI, that marriage fully respects the
equal dignity of husband and wife as persons, while recognizing their unique, exclusive, enduring,
complementary contributions to their union. Likewise, he shows how marriage honors the truth that each
new human life brought about by sexual union is a person equal in dignity to his mother and father. What's
more, both reason and revelation are used to show that only the family, founded on marriage as an enduring,
mutually-exclusive union of one man and one woman, provides the proper context for begetting and raising
children.

Reproductive technologies are also critically examined and the author argues that human beings ought to be
begotten in an act of spousal love, not made through in vitro fertilization. Furthermore, the role of the family
as the ''domestic church'', a community of holiness, is explored. This expanded edition includes new
chapters: "'Man and Woman He Created Them': Pope John Paul II's Catechesis on Human Sexuality'' and
''Pope Benedict XVI and Marriage,'' the latter summarizing Benedict's thought on marriage, particularly as
found in his first encyclical Deus Caritas Est. Also included is Pope John Paul II's ''Letter to Families''.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Rice:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Marriage: The Rock on Which the
Family Is Built book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Norma Wilson:

The feeling that you get from Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family Is Built is a more deep you digging
the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family Is Built giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family
Is Built instantly.

Sherry Nicholson:

Beside this kind of Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family Is Built in your phone, it might give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family Is Built because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!

Margaret Babin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family Is Built.
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