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Charles McClain's illuminating new study probes Chinese efforts to battle manifold discrimination—in
housing, employment, and education—in nineteenth-century America. Challenging the stereotypical image
of a passive, insular group, McClain reveals a politically savvy population capable of mobilizing to fight
mistreatment. He draws on English- and Chinese-language documents and rarely studied sources to chronicle
the ways the Chinese sought redress and change in American courts.

McClain focuses on the San Francisco Bay Area, the home of almost one-fifth of the fifty thousand Chinese
working in California in 1870. He cites cases in which Chinese laundrymen challenged the city of San
Francisco's discriminatory building restrictions, and lawsuits brought by parents to protest the exclusion of
Chinese children from public schools. While vindication in the courtroom did not always bring immediate
change (Chinese schoolchildren in San Francisco continued to be segregated well into the twentieth century),
the Chinese community's efforts were instrumental in establishing several legal landmarks.

In their battles for justice, the Chinese community helped to clarify many judicial issues, including the
parameters of the Fourteenth Amendment and the legal meanings of nondiscrimination and equality.
Discussing a wide range of court cases and gleaning their larger constitutional significance, In Search of
Equality brings to light an important chapter of American cultural and ethnic history. It should attract
attention from American and legal historians, ethnic studies scholars, and students of California culture.
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From reader reviews:

John Enriquez:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide In Search of Equality: The
Chinese Struggle against Discrimination in Nineteenth-Century America will make you to be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in
which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Patrick Pierce:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take In Search of Equality: The Chinese Struggle against
Discrimination in Nineteenth-Century America as the daily resource information.

Daniel Trimble:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The In Search of Equality: The Chinese Struggle against Discrimination in
Nineteenth-Century America provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Justin Davis:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve In Search of Equality: The Chinese Struggle against Discrimination in
Nineteenth-Century America was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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