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Drawing with scissors: The revolutionary late-period work by Matisse
 
Towards the end of his monumental career as a painter, sculptor, and lithographer, an elderly, sickly Matisse
was unable to stand and use a paintbrush for a longer period of time. In this late phase of his life—he was
almost 80 years of age—he developed the technique of ‘carving into color’, creating bright, bold paper cut-
outs. Though dismissed by some contemporary critics as the folly of a senile old man, these gouaches
decoupées (gouache cut-outs) in fact represented a revolution in modern art, a whole new medium that re-
imagined the age-old conflict between color and line.

This fresh, standard TASCHEN edition of our original prize-winning XL volume provides a thorough
historical context to Matisse’s cut-outs, tracing their roots in his 1930 trip to Tahiti, through to his final years
in Nice. It includes many photos of Matisse, some rare color images, by Henri Cartier-Bresson, Brassaï,
and the filmmaker Murnau and text from Matisse, Picasso, publisher E. Tériade, the poets Louis Aragon,
Henri Michaux, and Pierre Reverdy, and Matisse’s son-in-law, Georges Duthuit.

In their deceptive simplicity, the cut-outs achieved both a sculptural quality and an early minimalist
abstraction which would profoundly influence generations of artists to come. Exuberant, multi-hued,
and often grand in scale, these works are true pillars of 20th century art, and as bold and innovative to behold
today as they were in Matisse’s lifetime.
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From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Elvira Eberhardt:

This book untitled Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Jimmy Martinez:

The publication with title Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors has lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Timothy Wingo:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top checklist
in your reading list will be Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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