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Investigating the historical tradition of Chinese architectural writing from antiquity to the twelfth century,
Chinese Architecture and Metaphor reveals significant and fascinating social and cultural phenomena in the
most important primary text for the study of the Chinese building tradition. Unlike previous scholarship,
which has reviewed this imperially commissioned architectural manual largely as a technical work, this
volume considers the Yingzao fashi’s unique literary value and explores the rich cultural implications in and
behind its technical content.

Utilizing a philological approach, the author pays particular attention to the traditional and contemporary
architectural terminology presented in the Yingzao fashi. In examining the semantic meaning of the
architectural terms used in the manual, he uncovers a systematic architectural metaphor wherein bracketing
elements are likened to flowers, flowering branches, and foliage: Thus pillars with bracketing above are
compared to blossoming trees. More importantly, this intriguing imagery was shared by different social
groups, in particular craftsmen and literati, and craftsmen themselves employed literary knowledge in
naming architectural elements. Relating these phenomena to the unprecedented flourishing of literature, the
literati’s greater admiration of technical knowledge, and the higher intellectual capacity of craftsmen during
the Song, Architecture and Metaphor demonstrates how the learned and “unlearned” cultures entangled in
the construction of architectural knowledge in premodern China. It convincingly shows that technical
language served as a faithful carrier of contemporary popular culture and aesthetic concepts.

Chinese Architecture and Metaphor demonstrates a high level of engagement with a broad spectrum of
sophisticated Chinese sources. It will become a classic work for all students and scholars of East Asian
architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Chinese Architecture and
Metaphor: Song Culture in the Yingzao Fashi Building Manual (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in
Asia's Architecture) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Christy Brodersen:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Chinese Architecture and Metaphor:
Song Culture in the Yingzao Fashi Building Manual (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's
Architecture), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Adam Rucks:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book Chinese Architecture and Metaphor: Song Culture in the Yingzao Fashi Building
Manual (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Architecture) was filled concerning science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Hilary Winters:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Chinese Architecture and Metaphor:
Song Culture in the Yingzao Fashi Building Manual (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's
Architecture) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
read it. Beside that the publication Chinese Architecture and Metaphor: Song Culture in the Yingzao Fashi



Building Manual (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Architecture) can to be your friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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