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Beyond Human Rights is the second in an ongoing series of English translations of Alain de Benoist's works
to be published by Arktos. Alain de Benoist begins Beyond Human Rights with an examination of the
origins of the concept of 'human rights' in European Antiquity, in which rights were defined in terms of the
individual's relationship to his community, and were understood as being exclusive to that community alone.
This changed with the coming of Christianity to Europe, after which rights were redefined as a universal
concept derived from the idea of each individual as the possessor of a soul that is transcendent and
independent of any social identity. This culminated in the Enlightenment belief in 'natural rights', which
found its practical expression in the doctrines emerging from the American and French revolutions, in which
all individuals were said to possess rights simply by virtue of the fact of their being human. In turn, laws
issued by the State came to be viewed as negative impositions upon the naturally independent individual. De
Benoist deconstructs this idea and shows how the myth of a 'natural man' who possesses rights independent
of his community is indefensible, and how this conception of rights has, in modern times, led to their use as a
weapon by stronger nations to bludgeon those weaker states which do not conform to the Western liberal-
democratic form of rights, as we have recently seen in action in the former Yugoslavia, Iraq and Libya. As
such, he presents us with a crucial critique of one of the major issues of our time. Alain de Benoist is the
leading philosopher behind the European 'New Right' movement (a label which de Benoist himself rejects,
perceiving himself to not fit into the usual Left/Right dichotomy), a metapolitical school of thought which he
helped to found in France in 1968 with the establishment of GRECE (Research and Study Group for
European Civilisation). He continues to write and give lectures and interviews. He lives in Paris. The Arktos
edition of his book, The Problem of Democracy, was also published in 2011.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important usually. The book Beyond Human Rights seemed to be making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
book Beyond Human Rights is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Beyond Human Rights. You never really feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Vanesa Thomas:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Beyond Human Rights book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Beyond Human Rights content conveys the
idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Beyond Human Rights is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Aaron Powers:

The event that you get from Beyond Human Rights may be the more deep you digging the information that
hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know
but Beyond Human Rights giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this kind of Beyond Human Rights instantly.

Charles Stubblefield:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Beyond Human Rights why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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