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Rosa Ponselle (1897--1981) was one of the greatest American opera singers of the twentieth century. This
definitive biography, published on the centenary of her birth, provides a compelling, in-depth, and balanced
portrait of the brilliant soprano. It is a captivating Cinderella story of the spirited diva's rise from modest
beginnings in Meriden, Connecticut, to star of the Metropolitan Opera. Drawing on interviews and extensive
documentary research, Mary Jane Phillips-Matz charts the course of Ponselle's incredible career, from
demonstrating sheet music in dime stores, to singing in motion picture houses and restaurants, to performing
on the vaudeville stage with her beloved and talented sister Carmela, to her pivotal audition for Enrico
Caruso. With Caruso's backing, the twenty-one-year-old soprano, with no previous experience in opera,
made a sensational debut at the Metropolitan Opera and became an overnight celebrity. The extraordinarily
successful operatic and concert career that followed the diva's debut is chronicled in this vibrant account.
Also included are Ponselle's headstrong disputes with the Metropolitan, her troubled marriage and divorce,
and her productive retirement years as Artistic Director of the Baltimore Civic Opera and teacher of such
future opera stars as Placido Domingo, Beverly Sills, William Warfield, James Morris, and Sherill Milnes.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Larson:

This Rosa Ponselle: American Diva usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Rosa Ponselle: American Diva can be one of several great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rosa Ponselle: American
Diva forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Donald Perkins:

This book untitled Rosa Ponselle: American Diva to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Harriette Corwin:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Rosa Ponselle: American Diva it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Rose Watkins:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Rosa Ponselle: American Diva. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.
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