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Analyzing the development of a Swedish American identity

The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860–1917 analyzes
how Swedish American identity was constructed, maintained, and changed in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. The Augustana Synod, the largest religious-based organization created by Swedish
immigrants in the United States, played an important role in establishing what it meant to be Swedish
American.

In this study, author Dag Blanck poses three fundamental questions: How did an ethnic identity develop in
the Augustana Synod? What was that identity? Why was an ethnic identity formed? Based on primary
sources formerly unknown or neglected, The Creation of an Ethnic Identity examines the Lutheran
Augustana Synod, Augustana College, and the Augustana Book Concern to provide insights into how ethnic
identity is constructed within a major religious body, a central educational institution, and a major publishing
house.

Starting from the concept of ethnicity as something created or invented, Blanck goes on to explore how it
was possible for a white European immigrant group like the Swedes to use its ethnicity as a tool of
integration into American society. The nature of their ethnicity, says Blanck, was both determined by their
cultural origins and also the values and nature of American society as they perceived it. Becoming Swedish
American was also a way of becoming American.

The volume, which is augmented by illustrations, integrates the most critical scholarship on immigration and
ethnicity over the past half century and provides a strong argument about how ethnicity is shaped over time
within an immigrant group.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Chatman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Creation of an
Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-1917 book as starter and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Angel Sherrill:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Creation of an Ethnic
Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-1917 is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Angela Latham:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Creation of an Ethnic Identity:
Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-1917 is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Julie Bailey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The Creation of an Ethnic Identity: Being Swedish
American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-1917 or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Creation of an Ethnic
Identity: Being Swedish American in the Augustana Synod, 1860-1917 to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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