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The Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine community was founded in 1910 by marion gurney, who
adopted the religious name Mother Marianne of Jesus. A graduate of Wellesley College and a convert to
Catholicism, Gurney had served as head resident at St. Rose's Settlement, the first Catholic settlement house
in New York City. She founded the Sisters of Christian Doctrine when other communities of women
religious appeared uninterested in a ministry of settlement work combined with religious education programs
for children attending public schools. The community established two settlement houses in New York City-
Madonna House on the Lower East Side in 1910, followed by Ave Maria House in the Bronx in 1930.
Alongside their classes in religious education and preparing children and adults to receive the sacraments,
the Sisters distributed food and clothing, operated a bread line, and helped their neighbors in emergencies. In
1940 Mother Marianne and the Sisters began their first major mission outside New York when they adapted
the model of the urban Catholic social settlement to rural South Carolina. They also served at a number of
parishes, including several in South Carolina and Florida, where they ministered to both black and white
Catholics.

In Neighbors and Missionaries, Margaret M. McGuinness, who was given full access to the archives of the
Sisters of Christian Doctrine, traces in fascinating detail the history of the congregation, from the inspiring
story of its founder and the community's mission to provide material and spiritual support to their Catholic
neighbors, to the changes and challenges of the latter half of the twentieth century. By 1960, settlement
houses had been replaced by other forms of social welfare, and the lives and work of American women
religious were undergoing a dramatic change. McGuinness explores how the Sisters of Christian Doctrine
were affected and how they adapted their own lives and work to reflect the transformations taking place in
the Church and society.

Neighbors and Missionaries examines a distinctive community of women religious whose primary focus was
neither teaching nor nursing/hospital administration. The choice of the Sisters of Christian Doctrine to live
among the poor and to serve where other communities were either unwilling or unable demonstrates that
women religious in the United States served in many different capacities as they contributed to the life and
work of the American Catholic Church.
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of
the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine.

Larry Parrish:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the park. They
actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the guide untitled Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian
Doctrine can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kimberly Pratt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Neighbors and Missionaries: A
History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine reserve written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still question Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian
Doctrine as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't
evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Linda Gabriel:

This Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine is great guide
for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian
Doctrine in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no



reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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