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"Written in a highly polished yet informal style, this book will appeal to readers interested in memoirs of
accomplished businesswomen and African American success, as well as those who want a glimpse into the
fast-paced world of a top-level ad executive."
--Library Journal

"Graves established herself as a fierce force in the advertising field and a greatly admired role model for
black professionals establishing themselves in American business. In a moving book steeped in perseverance
and empowering determination, the author fully embodies the challenges of her culture and those of being a
motivated businesswoman . . . Optimistic and galvanizing, Graves’ message of hope and hard work is timely
and applicable."
--Kirkus Reviews

"Barrier-breaking, highly celebrated creative director and advertising executive Graves is about more than
glittery and impressive national advertising campaigns and her association with international celebrities
and various Fortune 500 companies . . . No one was looking for her, but she showed up, spoke directly to the
public, and captured the world’s attention. Graves’ well-told tale, set against a detailed social and cultural
backdrop, of courage and success both personally (including a happy marriage) and professionally is
moving and inspiring."
--Booklist

“A story about an accomplished woman who is the epitome of grit . . . Whether recalling the guilt she felt as
a working, absentee parent, or how she came to adopt new age thinking, the author’s storytelling skills and
use of humor, imagery, and figurative language is noteworthy. At an early age, Valerie decided she would
fake it until she made it. Now a success by most standards, she no longer has to pretend. Anyone who enjoys
reading about those who travel difficult paths in life will find Pressure Makes Diamonds to be
inspirational.”
--Foreword Reviews

"A gem of a book . . . Valerie Graves has spun an appealing narrative with a protagonist who reads like an
African-American female counterpart of Horatio Alger. Her journey from Mud Lake, Pontiac, an exurb of
Detroit, to a corner office on Madison Avenue is exhilarating, marking her rise to the upper echelons of
advertising and providing readers with an exposé of her creative life and the world ruled by ‘Mad Men.’”
-- New York Amsterdam News

This is the unflinching memoir of a female African American advertising executive's unprecedented and
unlikely success, which began in the Mad Men era. It follows her journey from the projects of Motown-era
Michigan to the skyscrapers of Madison Avenue and beyond. With marches, riots, and demonstrations as the
backdrop, and rock 'n' roll as a soundtrack, this book accompanies Graves as she traverses the seismically
shifting terrain of 1960s and '70s America on her quest to "be somebody."

In the '80s and '90s, as Graves makes her ascent to the East Coast heights of the white male–dominated



advertising world, she turns familiarity with harsh realities like racism and sexism into robust insights that
deeply connect with African American consumers. During the golden era of black advertising, she becomes
an undisputed "somebody." Soon, though, she learns that money, success, a good marriage, and connections
that reach all the way to the White House cannot entirely insulate her against the social ills that threaten to
crush black Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Huynh:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Pressure Makes Diamonds: Becoming the Woman I Pretended to Be. Try
to make the book Pressure Makes Diamonds: Becoming the Woman I Pretended to Be as your pal. It means
that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Alma Hillyer:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Pressure Makes Diamonds: Becoming the Woman
I Pretended to Be is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Cynthia Necaise:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Pressure Makes Diamonds: Becoming the Woman I Pretended to Be, you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

William Brown:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Pressure Makes Diamonds: Becoming the Woman I Pretended to Be we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Pressure
Makes Diamonds: Becoming the Woman I Pretended to Be. You can more appealing than now.
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