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What is the theological place of the Holy Spirit with respect to the forgiveness of sins in the sacrament of
penance? This study examines the role of the Spirit in the theology of sacramental forgiveness of Thomas
Aquinas (1224/5-1274), who is often blamed for the "Geistvergessenheit" of Western theology. In the first
part of this study it is shown that in Thomas' theology notions like guilt and forgiveness function within the
context of a relationship of friendship between God and human beings. Constitutive for this relationship is
the indwelling of God, which is 'appropriated' to the Holy Spirit. It is explained that Thomas understands
appropriation, i.e. the practice of ascribing to divine Persons individually what belongs to the divine essence
in general, as a part of proper God-talk, which takes into account the limitations of our language vis-a-vis
God. In the second part of this study, it is argued that the notion of the causality of the sacrament of penance,
i.e. that it effects the forgiveness of sins that it signifies, can only be evaluated properly if the sacrament of
penance is not only seen as prolongation of the incarnation, i.e. the visible mission of the Son, but also as
accompanied by the continuous invisible mission of the Holy Spirit. Eric Luijten is research-fellow of the
Catholic Theological University at Utrecht, the Netherlands, and at present is rector of studies of the
Arienskonvikt, the priest seminary of the archdiocese Utrecht and the diocese Groningen
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jackson:

In other case, little persons like to read book Sacramental Forgiveness as a Gift of God: Thomas Aquinas on
the Sacrament of Penance (Thomas Instituut Utrecht). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Sacramental Forgiveness as a Gift
of God: Thomas Aquinas on the Sacrament of Penance (Thomas Instituut Utrecht). You can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Tony Valdez:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Sacramental Forgiveness as a Gift of God:
Thomas Aquinas on the Sacrament of Penance (Thomas Instituut Utrecht) will make you to be smarter. You
can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Heather Robertson:

This Sacramental Forgiveness as a Gift of God: Thomas Aquinas on the Sacrament of Penance (Thomas
Instituut Utrecht) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Sacramental Forgiveness as a
Gift of God: Thomas Aquinas on the Sacrament of Penance (Thomas Instituut Utrecht) without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Sacramental Forgiveness as a Gift of God: Thomas Aquinas on the Sacrament of Penance (Thomas
Instituut Utrecht) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Sacramental Forgiveness as a Gift of God:
Thomas Aquinas on the Sacrament of Penance (Thomas Instituut Utrecht) having good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

William Copeland:

Often the book Sacramental Forgiveness as a Gift of God: Thomas Aquinas on the Sacrament of Penance
(Thomas Instituut Utrecht) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write



this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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