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Raphaël Lemkin (1900-1959) coined the word "genocide" in the winter of 1942 and led a movement in the
United Nations to outlaw the crime, setting his sights on reimagining human rights institutions and
humanitarian law after World War II. After the UN adopted the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in 1948, Lemkin slipped into obscurity, and within a few short years
many of the same governments that had agreed to outlaw genocide and draft a Universal Declaration of
Human Rights tried to undermine these principles.

This intellectual biography of one of the twentieth century's most influential theorists and human rights
figures sheds new light on the origins of the concept and word "genocide," contextualizing Lemkin's
intellectual development in interwar Poland and exploring the evolving connection between his philosophical
writings, juridical works, and politics over the following decades. The book presents Lemkin's childhood
experience of anti-Jewish violence in imperial Russia; his youthful arguments to expand the laws of war to
protect people from their own governments; his early scholarship on Soviet criminal law and nationalities
violence; his work in the 1930s to advance a rights-based approach to international law; his efforts in the
1940s to outlaw genocide; and his forays in the 1950s into a social-scientific and historical study of
genocide, which he left unfinished.

Revealing what the word "genocide" meant to people in the wake of World War II—as the USSR and
Western powers sought to undermine the Genocide Convention at the UN, while delegations from small
states and former colonies became the strongest supporters of Lemkin's law—Raphaël Lemkin and the
Concept of Genocide examines how the meaning of genocide changed over the decades and highlights the
relevance of Lemkin's thought to our own time.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Raphael Lemkin and the Concept of Genocide
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) had been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Raphael
Lemkin and the Concept of Genocide (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) is not only giving you much
more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Raphael Lemkin and the
Concept of Genocide (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Louise Hawkins:

The publication untitled Raphael Lemkin and the Concept of Genocide (Pennsylvania Studies in Human
Rights) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Raphael Lemkin
and the Concept of Genocide (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Bernice Martinez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Raphael Lemkin and the Concept of Genocide
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have
Raphael Lemkin and the Concept of Genocide (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights).

Shane Dagostino:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Raphael Lemkin and the Concept of Genocide (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). Contain
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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