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The Absence of Grace is a study of male fantasy, representation anxiety, and narratorial authority in two
sixteenth-century books, Baldassare Castiglione's Il libro del Cortegiano (1528) and Giovanni Della Casa's
Galateo (1558). The interpretive method is a form of close reading the author describes as reconstructed old
New Criticism, that is, close reading conditioned by an interest in and analysis of the historical changes
reflected in the text. The book focuses on the way the Courtier and Galateo cope with and represent the
interaction between changes of elite culture and the changing construction of masculine identity in early
modern Europe. More specifically, it connects questions of male fantasy and masculine identity to questions
about the authority and reliability of narrators, and shows how these questions surface in narratorial attitudes
toward socioeconomic rank or class, political power, and gender.

The book is in three parts. Part One examines a distinction and correlation the Courtier establishes between
two key terms, (1) sprezzatura, defined as a behavioral skill intended to simulate the attributes of (2) grazia,
understood as the grace and privileges of noble birth. Because sprezzatura is negatively conceptualized as
the absence of grace it generates anxiety and suspicion in performers and observers alike. In order to suggest
how the binary opposition between these terms affected the discourse of manners, the author singles out the
titular episode of Galateo, an anecdote about table manners, which he reads closely and then sets in its
historical perspective. Part Two takes up the question of sprezzatura in the gender debate that develops in
Book 3 of the Courtier, and Part Three explores in detail the characterization of the two narrators in the
Courtier and Galateo, who are represented as unreliable and an object of parody or critique.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

The particular book The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books
will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Absence of Grace:
Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Deborah Lake:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and
Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books can be very good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Dexter Forsyth:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Absence of Grace:
Sprezzatura and Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books can be the response, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Blake Darden:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura
and Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Absence of Grace: Sprezzatura and
Suspicion in Two Renaissance Courtesy Books to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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