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Historians and cultural critics have customarily viewed modernism as a movement with western European
origins that established an aesthetic in opposition to mass culture. In sharp contrast to these established
views, Edward S. Cutler argues that modernity is best understood as a translantic urban phenomenon and that
aesthetic practices which consolidate under modernism in the early 20th century are themselves historically
implicated in the very mass culture against which they declared “autonomy.”

Recovering the New opens with a rich examination of the relation between manifestations of early high
capitalism and the mid-19th century emergence of aesthetic modernity. Cutler uses historically-rooted
examples such as the debates over paper currency, the rise of quasi-scientific spiritual movements, and the
belief in the superior reality of the photographic image, to demonstrate the profound cultural pressure new
forms of exchange place upon the very possibility of representation, aesthetic or otherwise, in the era of high
capitalism. Turning next to the translatlantic circulation of New York City print culture, especially its daily
newspapers, he demonstrates a significant “low-brow” component to modernism. His examination of the
urban fiction of Edgar Allan Poe reinforces the connection of New York and Paris, and demonstrates that
transatlantic circulation of urban texts is more crucial to the development of modernism than specificities of
time or place. A discussion of Walt Whitman’s growing ambivalence to industrial modernity closes the book.
Looking closely at Whitman’s poetic encounter with the New York’s Crystal Palace exhibition of 1853,
Cutler argues that Whitman’s shift away from the temporal present and toward myth marks the beginning of
an aesthetic appropriation characteristic of later modernism, which seeks to redeem the present age through
recourse to the past.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Recovering the New: Transatlantic Roots of
Modernism (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will
open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Zenaida Jackson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Recovering the
New: Transatlantic Roots of Modernism (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) suitable to
you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Recovering the New:
Transatlantic Roots of Modernism (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies)is the one of
several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Cheryl Fenske:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Recovering the New:
Transatlantic Roots of Modernism (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies), you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a guide.

Aurora Ammon:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that



recommended to you personally is Recovering the New: Transatlantic Roots of Modernism (Becoming
Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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