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Mutilated animals. Defaced tombstones. Sexual abuse in daycare centers. Is America threatened by a satanic
conspiracy? In this book, Robert D. Hicks exposes law enforcement's obsessive preoccupation with satanism
as a model for criminal behavior. While satanic belief has played a part in crimes ranging from petty
vandalism to serial murders, Hicks avows that there is no substantial evidence for the existence of a
nationwide satanic crime continuum.

Hicks points out that the satanic criminal model is expedient largely due to its simplicity and economy,
reducing to simple formulas such complex problems as drug abuse, teen suicide, and sexual molestation. His
research utilizes a unique blend of law-enforcement methodology, anthropology, folklore, history, sociology,
psychology and psychiatry. He attributes the cult conspiracy theory to beliefs fueled by Christian
fundamentalist sects and to the ungovernable mechanisms of rumor-panics, subversive mythology, and urban
legend.

In Pursuit of Satan documents examples of rumor-panics in which the police have fomented fear by
attributing crimes to satanists, indulging in sheer speculation and promulgating misinformation through the
sensationalist news media. Hicks examines the construction of the satanic ideology among law enforcement
officials, focusing on the exploitation of satanism as a new scapegoat for public fears and addressing the
phenomenon of credulity among police forces and allied professionals in social work, psychiatry, and
psychology.
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From reader reviews:

Brittany Belliveau:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know which one you should start with. This In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Michael Clark:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Stephen Lee:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult this publication consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Lee Villegas:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the In
Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult when you essential it?
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