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In the Afro-Cuban Lukumi religious tradition—more commonly known in the United States as
Santería—entrants into the priesthood undergo an extraordinary fifty-three-week initiation period. During
this time, these novices—called iyawo—endure a host of prohibitions, including most notably wearing
exclusively white clothing. In A Year in White, sociologist C. Lynn Carr, who underwent this initiation
herself, opens a window on this remarkable year-long religious transformation.
 
In her intimate investigation of the “year in white,” Carr draws on fifty-two in-depth interviews with other
participants, an online survey of nearly two hundred others, and almost a decade of her own ethnographic
fieldwork, gathering stories that allow us to see how cultural newcomers and natives thought, felt, and acted
with regard to their initiation. She documents how, during the iyawo year, the ritual slowly transforms the
initiate’s identity. For the first three months, for instance, the iyawo may not use a mirror, even to shave, and
must eat all meals while seated on a mat on the floor using only a spoon and their own set of dishes. During
the entire year, the iyawo loses their name and is simply addressed as “iyawo” by family and friends.
 
Carr also shows that this year-long religious ritual—which is carried out even as the iyawo goes about daily
life—offers new insight into religion in general, suggesting that the sacred is not separable from the profane
and indeed that religion shares an ongoing dynamic relationship with the realities of everyday life. Religious
expression happens at home, on the streets, at work and school.
 
Offering insight not only into Santería but also into religion more generally, A Year in White makes an
important contribution to our understanding of complex, dynamic religious landscapes in multicultural,
pluralist societies and how they inhabit our daily lives.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed A Year in White:
Cultural Newcomers to Lukumi and Santería in the United States? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Cornelius Ryerson:

The ability that you get from A Year in White: Cultural Newcomers to Lukumi and Santería in the United
States is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Year in White: Cultural Newcomers to
Lukumi and Santería in the United States giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having that A Year in White: Cultural Newcomers to Lukumi and Santería in the United States
instantly.

Christopher Decker:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is A Year in White: Cultural Newcomers to Lukumi and Santería in the United States
this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.

Robert Quinonez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just in search of the A Year in White: Cultural Newcomers to Lukumi and Santería in the United States when
you necessary it?
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