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One of the most influential and popular works in all literature, Ovid’s Metamorphoses is a weaving-together
of classical myths, extending in time from the creation of the world to the death of Julius Caesar. This
volume provides the Latin text of the first five books of the poem and the most detailed commentary
available in English for these books.

In his introduction to the volume, editor William S. Anderson provides essential background information,
discussing Ovid’s life, the reception of the Metamorphoses during Ovid’s day and after, and the poem’s
central issues. The Latin text of the five books is Anderson’s own edition, based on years of study of the
surviving manuscripts. In the extensive notes that follow the text, Anderson offers both useful summaries of
the stories and detailed line-by-line comments.

Unlike other epic poems, which concern wars and heroism, the Metamorphoses centers on ordinary human
beings, women as well as men, who live in a world of continuous change. The first five books, which include
such well-known stories as Apollo and Daphane, Diana and Actaeon, and Narcissus and Echo, deal
especially with the relationship between human beings and the gods. Arrogant and lustful, but all-powerful,
the gods of Ovid’s universe selfishly pursue their own pleasures, frequently at the expense of their human
targets. Yet these gods escape unscathed, while the humans, unjustly, are punished. Helpless to defend
themselves, they are changed into animal or nonhuman forms.

A resource for students and scholars of Latin, this volume enhances understanding and enjoyment of Ovid’s
changeable poem about our changeable existence.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

This Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) can be one of
the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Ovid's
Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Ashley Parra:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books
1-5 (Bks. 1-5), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Marlene Wiedman:

Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books
1-5 (Bks. 1-5) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial contemplating.

Irma Tijerina:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list will be Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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