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Henri Pirenne is best known for his provocative argument--known as the "Pirenne thesis" and familiar to all
students of medieval Europe--that it was not the invasion of the Germanic tribes that destroyed the
civilization of antiquity, but rather the closing of Mediterranean trade by Arab conquest in the seventh
century. The consequent interruption of long distance commerce accelerated the decline of the ancient cities
of Europe. Pirenne first formulated his thesis in articles and then expanded on them in Medieval Cities. In
the book Pirenne traces the growth of the medieval city from the tenth century to the twelfth, challenging
conventional wisdom by attributing the origins of medieval cities to the revival of trade. In addition, Pirenne
describes the clear role the middle class played in the development of the modern economic system and
modern culture. The "Pirenne thesis" was fully worked out in the book Mohammed and Charlemagne, which
appeared shortly after Pirenne's death.

Pirenne was one of the world's leading historians and arguably the most famous Belgium had produced.
During World War I, while teaching at the University of Ghent, he was arrested for supporting Belgium's
passive resistance and deported to Germany, where he was held from 1916 to 1918. In 1922, universities in
various parts of the United States invited him to deliver lectures: out of these lectures grew Medieval Cities,
which appeared in English translation before being published in French in 1927.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Steward:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade.

Jeremy Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Medieval Cities: Their
Origins and the Revival of Trade is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Patrice Reese:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of
Trade giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for
your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Alita Schmidt:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade can
give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the
Revival of Trade.
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