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American public policy has become demonstrably more conservative since the 1960s. Neither Jimmy Carter
nor Bill Clinton was much like either John F. Kennedy or Lyndon Johnson. The American public, however,
has not become more conservative. Why, then, the right turn in public policy? Using both individual and
aggregate level survey data, Marc Hetherington shows that the rapid decline in Americans' political trust
since the 1960s is critical to explaining this puzzle. As people lost faith in the federal government, the
delivery system for most progressive policies, they supported progressive ideas much less. The 9/11 attacks
increased such trust as public attention focused on security, but the effect was temporary.

Specifically, Hetherington shows that, as political trust declined, so too did support for redistributive
programs, such as welfare and food stamps, and race-targeted programs. While the presence of race in a
policy area tends to make political trust important for whites, trust affects policy preferences in other, non-
race-related policy areas as well. In the mid-1990s the public was easily swayed against comprehensive
health care reform because those who felt they could afford coverage worried that a large new federal
bureaucracy would make things worse for them. In demonstrating a strong link between public opinion and
policy outcomes, this engagingly written book represents a substantial contribution to the study of public
opinion and voting behavior, policy, and American politics generally.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Crawford:

The ability that you get from Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American
Liberalism could be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Why Trust Matters:
Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Why Trust Matters: Declining Political
Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism instantly.

Sandy Reid:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the
Demise of American Liberalism why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Donald Diaz:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American
Liberalism this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Enola Hudson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Trust Matters: Declining
Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common



not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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