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The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation, Authenticity, and Selfhood argues that,
despite their differences, Sartre and Ricœur have a similar goal. While they are both anti-essentialists, they
nevertheless advocate for the notions of selfhood and autonomy. Autonomy, for them, is the end result of an
aesthetic path. An identity, at the individual or collective level, is created by weaving together contingent
threads of the given. In other words, identity is a narrative construct. The first two chapters focus on the
respective methods of Sartre and Ricœur. Despite their different emphases, Farhang Erfani argues that they
have a similar dialectical method, between the situation and our ability to surpass it for Sartre, and between
sedimentation and innovation for Ricœur. The third chapter brings them together and shows how they can
complement each other in building a narrative identity at the individual level; Ricœur is helpful in
appreciating Sartrean notions of bad faith and authenticity. The fourth and final chapter turns to collective
identity; Erfani argues that Ricœur's notions of ideology and utopia are better complemented with Sartrean
political ethics. Erfani advocates for a Sartrean model of "Dark Utopianism" that overcomes the limits of
Ricœur's political philosophy. Reading Sartre and Ricœur together provides for a balanced approach to the
question of autonomy that at once pays due attention to the weight of the situation and the past, while
opening up the space for change, innovation, and progress. The conclusion, accordingly, applies this thesis to
the question of globalization.

Both Sartre and Ricœur scholars will be eager to explore and debate the original synthesis presented in The
Aesthetics of Autonomy. It also makes contributions to hermeneutics, post-War French philosophy, and
philosophy of religion. Finally, given its emphases on politics and aesthetics, the book also places itself
within arguments of political theory and literary theory.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on
Emancipation, Authenticity, and Selfhood to read.

Cristen Washington:

This book untitled The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation, Authenticity, and
Selfhood to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly
to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
e-book from your list.

Betsy Haley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is actually The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation, Authenticity, and
Selfhood.

Calvin Copher:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre
on Emancipation, Authenticity, and Selfhood was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book The Aesthetics of Autonomy: Ricœur and Sartre on Emancipation, Authenticity, and Selfhood has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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