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This engaging study of the detective story’s arrival in Japan?and of the broader cross-cultural borrowing that
accompanied it?argues for a reassessment of existing models of literary influence between "unequal"
cultures. Because the detective story had no pre-existing native equivalent in Japan, the genre’s formulaic
structure acted as a distinctive cultural marker, making plain the process of its incorporation into late
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Japanese letters. Mark Silver tells the story of Japan’s adoption of
this new Western literary form at a time when the nation was also remaking itself in the image of the
Western powers. His account calls into question conventional notions of cultural domination and resistance,
demonstrating the variety of possible modes for cultural borrowing, the surprising vagaries of intercultural
transfer, and the power of the local contexts in which "imitation" occurs.

Purloined Letters considers a fascinating range of primary texts populated by wise judges, faceless corpses,
wily confidence women, desperate blackmailers, a fetishist who secrets himself for days inside a leather
armchair, and a host of other memorable figures. The work begins by analyzing Tokugawa courtroom
narratives and early Meiji biographies of female criminals (dokufu-mono, or "poison-woman stories"), which
dominated popular crime writing in Japan before the detective story’s arrival. It then traces the mid-Meiji
absorption of French, British, and American detective novels into Japanese literary culture through the
quirky translations of muckraking journalist Kuroiwa Ruiko. Subsequent chapters take up a series of
detective stories nostalgically set in the old city of Edo by Okamoto Kido (a Kabuki playwright inspired by
Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes) and the erotic, grotesque, and macabre works of Edogawa Ranpo,
whose pen-name punned on "Edgar Allan Poe.
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From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can
do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Purloined Letters: Cultural Borrowing and Japanese Crime
Literature, 1868-1937 to read.

Manuel Thomas:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Purloined Letters: Cultural
Borrowing and Japanese Crime Literature, 1868-1937, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Steven Jones:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Purloined Letters: Cultural Borrowing and Japanese Crime Literature, 1868-1937 we can
have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Purloined Letters: Cultural Borrowing and Japanese Crime Literature, 1868-1937. You can more attractive
than now.

Antonio Batts:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Purloined Letters: Cultural
Borrowing and Japanese Crime Literature, 1868-1937 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Purloined Letters: Cultural
Borrowing and Japanese Crime Literature, 1868-1937 can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel



alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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