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Western scholarship has hitherto described the assimilation of Buddhism in Korea in terms of the
importation of Sino-Indian and Chinese intellectual schools. This has led to an overemphasis on the
scholastic understanding of Buddhism and overlooked evidence of the way Buddhism was practiced "on the
ground." Domesticating the Dharma provides a much-needed corrective to this view by presenting for the
first time a descriptive analysis of the cultic practices that defined and shaped the way Buddhists in Silla
Korea understood their religion from the sixth to tenth centuries. Critiquing the conventional two-tiered
model of "elite" versus "popular" religion, Richard McBride demonstrates how the eminent monks, royalty,
and hereditary aristocrats of Silla were the primary proponents of Buddhist cults and that rich and diverse
practices spread to the common people because of their influence.

Drawing on Buddhist hagiography, traditional narratives, historical anecdotes, and epigraphy, McBride
describes the seminal role of the worship of Buddhist deities?in particular the Buddha Úâkyamuni, the future
buddha Maitreya, and the bodhisattva Avalokiteúvara?in the domestication of the religion on the Korean
peninsula and the use of imagery from the Maitreya cult to create a symbiosis between the native religious
observances of Silla and those being imported from the Chinese cultural sphere. He shows how in turn
Buddhist imagery transformed Silla intellectually, geographically, and spatially to represent a Buddha land
and sacred locations detailed in the Avata?saka Sûtra (Huayan jing/Hwa?m ky?ng). Emphasizing the
importance of the interconnected vision of the universe described in the Avata?saka Sûtra, McBride depicts
the synthesis of Buddhist cults and cultic practices that flourished in Silla Korea with the practice-oriented
Hwa?m tradition from the eight to tenth centuries and its subsequent rise to a uniquely Korean cult of the
Divine Assembly described in scripture.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Rodrigue:

With other case, little persons like to read book Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom
Synthesis in Silla Korea. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important some sort of book Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom
Synthesis in Silla Korea. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joseph Asher:

Typically the book Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea has
a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Craig Duran:

This Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea is new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone.
These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Keith Vanwagoner:

You can get this Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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