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Americans have long regarded the freedom of travel a central tenet of citizenship. Yet, in the United States,
freedom of movement has historically been a right reserved for whites. In this book, Elizabeth Stordeur
Pryor shows that African Americans fought obstructions to their mobility over 100 years before Rosa Parks
refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus. These were "colored travelers," activists who relied on
steamships, stagecoaches, and railroads to expand their networks and to fight slavery and racism. They
refused to ride in "Jim Crow" railroad cars, fought for the right to hold a U.S. passport (and citizenship), and
during their transatlantic voyages, demonstrated their radical abolitionism. By focusing on the myriad
strategies of black protest, including the assertions of gendered freedom and citizenship, this book tells the
story of how the basic act of traveling emerged as a front line in the battle for African American equal rights
before the Civil War.

Drawing on exhaustive research from U.S. and British newspapers, journals, narratives, and letters, as well
as firsthand accounts of such figures as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, and William Wells Brown, Pryor
illustrates how, in the quest for citizenship, colored travelers constructed ideas about respectability and
challenged racist ideologies that made black mobility a crime.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Williams:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight
for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Jonathan Scott:

This book untitled Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John
Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Fred Dean:

The reserve untitled Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The
John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) is the publication that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin
Series in African American History and Culture) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Nettie Powers:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list will be Colored Travelers: Mobility and the Fight for Citizenship
before the Civil War (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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