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Flourishing by A.D. 250-300, Maya civilization extended over large sections of modern Mexico and
Guatemala, as well as Belize, and into present-day El Salvador and Honduras. The pre-Conquest inhabitants
of this vast area left important clues to their understanding of religious and historical events in the remains of
their architecture, painting, sculpture, distinctive polychrome ceramics, and sophisticated hieroglyphic
writing. A vital key to understanding these clues is an appreciation of the solar, lunar, and planetary cycles
that are woven through the Maya chronological records. The Maya concepts of time figured heavily in their
association of human rulers with celestial deities and cosmic events, and in the physical orientation of cities
and buildings. In fact, scholars are now realizing that virtually every aspect of pre-Hispanic Mayan life was
ordered by a religion based on the apparent annual movement of the sun through the sky.

In The Cosmos of the Yucatec Maya, Merideth Paxton provides an ingenious and thorough new study of
parts of two of the Maya books, or codices, with particular focus on a previously unrecognized image of the
solar year that appears in the manuscript known as the Madrid Codex. The motif of the solar year also
underlies her identification of a regional organization among the ruins of the Yucatec Maya settlements.
Incorporating analyses of art, archaeology, astronomy, and colonial and modern ethnography pertaining to
Yucatán, as well as studies of sixteenth-century Spanish beliefs, Dr. Paxton elicits fascinating new meanings
from her sources and she invites Mesoamerican specialists and students to consider links between
components of pre-Conquest Maya civilization. This innovative, scholarly text is essential reading for all
who are interested in Mesoamerica, and it is sure to stimulate additional developments in the field of Maya
cosmology and ideology.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The
Cosmos of the Yucatec Maya: Cycles and Steps from the Madrid Codex? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Patricia Little:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Cosmos of the Yucatec Maya:
Cycles and Steps from the Madrid Codex book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Roberta Haile:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Cosmos of the Yucatec Maya: Cycles and Steps from
the Madrid Codex it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Matthew Russell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Cosmos of the Yucatec Maya:
Cycles and Steps from the Madrid Codex, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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