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Gnosticism, a form of religious knowledge that dates from the early centuries of the Christian movement, has
often been characterized as a bizarre and even perverse distortion of Christian theology. Its special emphasis
was on knowledge of God and of the nature and destiny of human kind. Such knowledge was believed to
have redeeming power, liberating the soul from the sway of cosmic forces.The earliest information on
Gnosticism comes from the works of Christian opponents (Irenaeus et al.) and from certain ancient Coptic
texts. A new era in the study of Gnosticism was inaugurated by the discovery in 1945 of the Nag Hammadi
library.In this introductory handbook, Riemer Roukema explores the meaning of the "gnosis" phenomenon
on the basis of these sources and sets forth the relationship between Gnosticism and the church. Part One
provides a general orientation to Gnosticism; Part Two looks at the religious and philosophical backgrounds
of Gnosticism; Part Three uses ancient texts to provide a more detailed discussion of gnosis, Gnosticism, and
Gnostics; Part Four examines the relationship between "Catholic" Christianity and Gnosticism.Riemer
Roukema is Lecturer in New Testament at the Theological University of Kampen, The Netherlands.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

This Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become
worry Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism can bring any time you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Nathan Kelly:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to
Gnosticism why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Angel Gardner:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be read. Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to
Gnosticism can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Betty McClanahan:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism
we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life with this book Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism. You can more
attractive than now.
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