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When Edith Wharton became friends with Henry James, she joined a group of men who became her "inner
circle" or, sometimes, "the happy few." This group included both well-known figures, such as James, Percy
Lubbock, and Bernard Berenson, and several now forgotten, including John Hugh Smith, Walter Berry,
Gaillard Lapsley, Robert Norton, and Howard Sturgis. Drawing on unpublished archival material by and
about members of the circle, Susan Goodman here presents an intimate view of this American expatriate
community, as well as the larger transatlantic culture it mirrored. She explores how the group, which began
forming around 1904 and lasted until Wharton's death in 1937, defined itself against the society its founders
had left in the United States, while simultaneously criticizing and accommodating the one it found in Europe.
Tracing Wharton's individual relationships with these men and their relationships with one another, she
examines literary kinships and movements in the biographical and feminist context of gender, exile, and
aesthetics. Individual chapters focus on the history of the circle, its connections to and competition with the
Bloomsbury Group, the central friendship of Wharton and James, the dynamics of influence within the
circle, and the effect of Wharton's vision of the inner circle on her fiction. A concluding chapter examines
the phenomenon of literary exile and investigates how other writers - Gertrude Stein and F. Scott Fitzgerald,
among them - positioned themselves in their inherited or chosen places. Filled with new insights into
Wharton's works and her relationships with a group of asexual or homoerotically oriented men, this study
will be important reading for allreaders of American literature, literary modernism, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series)
had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The e-book Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series) is not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Edith
Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Carlos Moses:

Why? Because this Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Julia Barr:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary
Modernism Series) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Edith Wharton's
Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Paul Avila:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is called of book Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot



to other place.
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