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The dazzlingly illustrated story of how the world's most beautiful element has influenced the art,
economy, and society of every civilization.

When Hesiod, the Greek poet of the eighth century B.C., recounted the history of the world as he understood
it, he described the legendary first generation of mortal men, who lived in peace and ease, as the “people of
gold.” Nearly three millennia later, we still refer to a particularly happy or prosperous era as a “golden age.”
The reason Hesiod’s metaphor translates so perfectly into our own idiom is that the mystique of gold, the
quintessential precious metal, is truly universal. The very scarcity of gold accounts for part of its allure and
much of its monetary value: the total volume of gold ever mined, from prehistory to the present day, would
probably fit inside a cube with sides just twenty yards (18 m) long. Yet gold’s incredible material properties
also contribute to its appeal. Gold does not corrode, so it never loses its brilliant luster, and it can be chased,
embossed, punched, drawn into wires, hammered foil-thin, and shaped in countless other ways.

This engaging book reveals that the ways in which gold, in turn, has shaped humanity are no less numerous.
Since prehistory, for example, artisans have fashioned gold into ritual objects and high-status ornaments;
beginning in the sixth century B.C., gold served as currency; and even in the modern era it has encouraged
wars of conquest and triggered frantic gold rushes. Each chapter is devoted to one historical epoch,
explaining how people of that time mined and refined gold, and how they used it for cultural and economic
purposes. Two hundred gorgeous color photographs illustrate golden objets d’art as diverse as the funerary
masks of Tutankhamen; intricate Celtic jewelry; a figurine of “El Dorado,” a pre-Columbian chief said to
ritualistically cover his entire body in gold dust; bejeweled medieval reliquaries and crucifixes; and even
Gustav Klimt’s gold-drenched canvas The Kiss. With its authoritative yet lively text and these arresting
illustrations, The Lure of Gold sets, as it were, the gold standard for books on material culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Oaks:

The book The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a
book The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Kelly McDowell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural
History book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Howell:

The book with title The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History has a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Anthony Koch:

You will get this The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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