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It was April 3, 1974. Crime was soaring. Unemployment and inflation were out of control. A costly war had
just come to its demoralizing end, and an unpopular President was on his way out of office. Then, over a
sixteen-hour period, nature stepped forward with its own display of mayhem: an unprecedented outbreak of
148 tornadoes, covering thirteen states in the heart of the country, from Michigan to Mississippi. Hundreds
of people were killed, thousands of homes demolished, and a billion dollars in losses sustained. Sixty-four of
the tornadoes would be classified as severely violent; six belonged to the most rare, most deadly category:
F5, or "incredible tornadoes."

Like the best nonfiction, F5 is a brilliantly crafted page-turner that reads with the immediacy of a novel,
telling a harrowing story of natural disaster against the backdrop of the turbulent 1970s. Acclaimed journalist
Mark Levine follows the heart-wrenching fate of a rich cast of intertwined characters -- ordinary Americans
whose lives are transformed in a terrifying instant. A pair of teenage lovers are caught while driving on a
dark country road; a Vietnam veteran is trapped at home with a newborn baby; a sheriff finds himself in the
line of fire twice in rapid succession; a black preacher with a past of dire hardship struggles to protect his
family.

Other figures enter the story from the broader cultural scene, including Hank Aaron, on his way to
challenging baseball's home run record amid racist death threats; Patty Hearst, whose image as kidnapping
victim is undergoing a radical shift; Richard Nixon and George Wallace, both intent on using the storms to
their political advantage; and a memorably eccentric scientist, known as Mr. Tornado, who regards the
"Superoutbreak" as the apotheosis of his scholarly life. Gripping and revelatory, F5 braids the story of the
shattering outbreak with images of social upheaval and individual heroism in a stunning, unforgettable read.
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From reader reviews:

James Blouin:

The book F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century to
get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a book F5: One
Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Margaret Boyer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this F5: One Town's Survival of
the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Johnny Cahill:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the
Twentieth Century book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer associated with F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of
the Twentieth Century content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking F5: One
Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Kenneth Lambert:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent
Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was



created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes F5: One Town's Survival of the Most
Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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