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American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities chronicles the founding,
growth, and development of congregations that represent the diverse and complex reality of American local
religious cultures. Some, like Center Church in New Haven, trace their stories back to colonial times. Others,
like the Swaminarayan Hindu temple in suburban Chicago, are recent attempts to create local religious
worlds. Ranging from congregations of Lebanese Muslims in Northern Canada to Latter-day Saints in Salt
Lake City, the essays convey the distinctive character of each congregation and provide vivid evidence of the
importance of congregations in daily life.

"This study refreshingly illuminates [congregations'] strengths as places where the public and private lives of
their members meet in dynamic creativity and as havens of religious meaning and comfort in the midst of a
secular world."—Choice

"A major contribution to how debates about American religion will be framed in the years ahead. . . . In
giving us these case histories and a set of excellent interpretive essays, Wind and Lewis have reminded us
that American religion must be understood in its particular, local, gathered, human forms. They remind us
that congregations matter."—Nancy T. Ammerman, First Things

"Well-presented and engaging essays, by some of the foremost religious scholars working today, examining
the histories of twelve diverse religious institutions. . . . A fascinating and important social history of
religion."—Kirkus Reviews

"Scholarship and the religious traditions have been enriched by the labors of the Congregational History
Project. Theologically, its pioneering research invites us to examine ourselves."—Gabriel Fackre, Christian
Century
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this American
Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities book since this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Charles Lemaster:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept American
Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of
Twelve Religious Communitiesis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Josephine McIntire:

The reserve untitled American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities is the
e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of American Congregations,
Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Daniel Slater:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their very
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve
Religious Communities can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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