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What do we mean by 'art'? As a category of objects, the concept belongs to a Western cultural tradition,
originally European and now increasingly global, but how useful is it for understanding other traditions? To
understand art as a universal human value, we need to look at how the concept was constructed in order to
reconstruct it through an understanding of the wider world.

Western art values have a pervasive influence upon non-Western cultures and upon Western attitudes to
them. This innovative yet accessible new text explores the ways theories of art developed as Western
knowledge of the world expanded through exploration and trade, conquest, colonisation and research into
other cultures, present and past. It considers the issues arising from the historical relationships which brought
diverse artistic traditions together under the influence of Western art values, looking at how art has been used
by colonisers and colonised in the causes of collecting and commerce, cultural hegemony and autonomous
identities.

World Art questions conventional Western assumptions from an anthropological perspective which allows
comparison between cultures. It treats art as a property of artefacts rather than a category of objects,
reclaiming the idea of 'world art' from the 'art world'.

This book is essential reading for all students on anthropology of art courses as well as students of museum
studies and art history, based on a wide range of case studies and supported by learning features such as
annotated further reading and chapter opening summaries.
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From reader reviews:

William Ullrich:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts.

Hector Hartung:

With other case, little men and women like to read book World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
some sort of book World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts. You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Jose Brown:

This World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts is great book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Katie Duffy:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book World Art: An Introduction to the Art in
Artefacts has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading in which.
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