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Did you ever leave an opera performance wondering why the singers use so much vibrato? Or a symphony,
wondering who decided where on stage the orchestra members should sit, or why they tune their instruments
to an oboe rather than an electronic tuner? Why is Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture played on the 4th of July?
And how does a composer choose what key to compose in?

In Who Knew?: Answers to Questions about Classical Music You Never Thought to Ask, master music
educator Robert A. Cutietta provides lucid answers to these and more than 140 other questions submitted by
listeners to his popular weekly radio program. Through its pages, this highly readable guide touches on some
of the most curiosity-inducing aspects of the tradition, from why audiences refrain from applauding between
movements to how opera singers warm up on the night of a big debut. The responses are drawn from
conversations with professional musicians and music educators, with additional contributions by Gail
Eichenthal of KUSC, giving a rare glimpse into how musicians think and talk about their work. Lovers of
classical music who would like to flesh out their understanding are sure to find a powerful resource in
Cutietta's down-to-earth guide, and even seasoned listeners are sure to learn a thing or two. This book will
provide hours of enjoyment as readers invariably shake their heads and ask in wonderment, "Who knew!"
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Pearson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Who Knew?:
Answers to Questions about Classical Music you Never Thought to Ask? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

David Simpson:

The knowledge that you get from Who Knew?: Answers to Questions about Classical Music you Never
Thought to Ask is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Who Knew?: Answers to
Questions about Classical Music you Never Thought to Ask giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Who Knew?: Answers to Questions about Classical
Music you Never Thought to Ask instantly.

Robert Burke:

Why? Because this Who Knew?: Answers to Questions about Classical Music you Never Thought to Ask is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Edward Vogler:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Who Knew?: Answers to Questions
about Classical Music you Never Thought to Ask is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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