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Kenneth Frampton's long-awaited follow-up to his classic A Critical History of Modern Architecture is
certain to influence any future debate on the evolution of modern architecture.

Studies in Tectonic Culture is nothing less than a rethinking of the entire modern architectural tradition. The
notion of tectonics as employed by Frampton—the focus on architecture as a constructional
craft—constitutes a direct challenge to current mainstream thinking on the artistic limits of postmodernism,
and suggests a convincing alternative. Indeed, Frampton argues, modern architecture is invariably as much
about structure and construction as it is about space and abstract form.

Composed of ten essays and an epilogue that trace the history of contemporary form as an evolving poetic of
structure and construction, the book's analytical framework rests on Frampton's close readings of key French
and German, and English sources from the eighteenth century to the present. He clarifies the various turns
that structural engineering and tectonic imagination have taken in the work of such architects as Perret,
Wright, Kahn, Scarpa, and Mies, and shows how both constructional form and material character were
integral to an evolving architectural expression of their work. Frampton also demonstrates that the way in
which these elements are articulated from one work to the next provides a basis upon which to evaluate the
works as a whole. This is especially evident in his consideration of the work of Perret, Mies, and Kahn and
the continuities in their thought and attitudes that linked them to the past.

Frampton considers the conscious cultivation of the tectonic tradition in architecture as an essential element
in the future development of architectural form, casting a critical new light on the entire issue of modernity
and on the place of much work that has passed as "avant-garde."

A copublication of the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies and The MIT Press.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Studies in Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of Construction in
Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Architecture. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a new book Studies in Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of
Construction in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Architecture. You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It
is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Eric Frances:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Studies in
Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of Construction in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Architecture book as
basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Debra Riggs:

The actual book Studies in Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of Construction in Nineteenth and Twentieth
Century Architecture will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Studies in Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of Construction in Nineteenth and Twentieth
Century Architecture is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Matthew Gregg:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Studies in Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of
Construction in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Architecture can give you a lot of good friends because
by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Studies in Tectonic Culture: The Poetics of Construction in Nineteenth
and Twentieth Century Architecture.
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