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Like merchant ships flying flags of convenience to navigate foreign waters, traders in the northern
borderlands of the early American republic exploited loopholes in the Jay Treaty that allowed them to avoid
border regulations by constantly shifting between British and American nationality. In Citizens of
Convenience, Lawrence Hatter shows how this practice undermined the United States’ claim to nationhood
and threatened the transcontinental imperial aspirations of U.S. policymakers.

The U.S.-Canadian border was a critical site of United States nation- and empire-building during the first
forty years of the republic. Hatter explains how the difficulty of distinguishing U.S. citizens from British
subjects on the border posed a significant challenge to the United States’ founding claim that it formed a
separate and unique nation. To establish authority over both its own nationals and an array of non-nationals
within its borders, U.S. customs and territorial officials had to tailor policies to local needs while delineating
and validating membership in the national community. This type of diplomacy?balancing the local with the
transnational?helped to define the American people as a distinct nation within the Revolutionary Atlantic
world and stake out the United States’ imperial domain in North America.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Velez:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Citizens of Convenience: The
Imperial Origins of American Nationhood on the U.S.-Canadian Border (Early American Histories) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Virgil Arriola:

The book Citizens of Convenience: The Imperial Origins of American Nationhood on the U.S.-Canadian
Border (Early American Histories) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Thomas Stewart:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Citizens of Convenience: The Imperial Origins of
American Nationhood on the U.S.-Canadian Border (Early American Histories) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Citizens of Convenience: The Imperial Origins of American
Nationhood on the U.S.-Canadian Border (Early American Histories).

Diana Slama:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Citizens of Convenience: The Imperial
Origins of American Nationhood on the U.S.-Canadian Border (Early American Histories) or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Citizens of Convenience: The Imperial Origins of American Nationhood on the U.S.-
Canadian Border (Early American Histories) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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