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Caged in on the Outside is an intimate ethnographic exploration of the ways in which Minangkabau people
understand human value. Minangkabau, an Islamic society in Indonesia that is also the largest matrilineal
society in the world, has long fascinated anthropologists. Gregory Simon’s book, based on extended
ethnographic research in the small city of Bukittinggi, shines new light on Minangkabau social life by
delving into people’s interior lives, calling into question many assumptions about Southeast Asian values and
the nature of Islamic practice. It offers a deeply human portrait that will engage readers interested in
Indonesia, Islam, and psychological anthropology and those concerned with how human beings fashion and
reflect on the moral meanings of their lives.

Simon focuses on the tension between the values of social integration and individual autonomy—both of
which are celebrated in this Islamic trading society. The book explores a series of ethnographic themes, each
one illustrating a facet of this tension and its management in contemporary Minangkabau society: the moral
structure of the city and its economic life, the nature of Minangkabau ethnic identity, the etiquette of
everyday interactions, conceptions of self and its boundaries, hidden spaces of personal identity, and
engagements with Islamic traditions. Simon draws on interviews with Minangkabau men and women,
demonstrating how individuals engage with cultural forms and refashion them in the process: forms of
etiquette are transformed into a series of symbols tattooed on and then erased from a man’s skin; a woman
shares a poem expressing an identity rooted in what cannot be directly revealed; a man puzzles over his
neglect of Islamic prayers that have the power to bring him happiness.

Applying the lessons of the Minangkabau case more broadly to debates on moral life and subjectivity, Simon
makes the case that a deep understanding of moral conceptions and practices, including those of Islam, can
never be reached simply by delineating their abstract logics or the public messages they send. Instead, we
must examine the subtle meanings these conceptions and practices have for the people who live them and
how they interact with the enduring tensions of multidimensional human selves. Borrowing a Minangkabau
saying, he maintains that whether emerging in moments of suffering or flourishing, moral subjectivity is
always complex, organized by ambitions as elusive as being “caged in on the outside.”
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Caged in on the Outside: Moral
Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory) to read.

Adele Rowan:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood,
and Islam in Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) as the daily resource
information.

Colleen Harman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in
Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Debra Shortt:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Caged in on the Outside: Moral



Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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