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A riveting investigation of the myriad ways that parasites control how other creatures - including humans -
think, feel, and act.

These tiny organisms can live only inside another animal, and, as McAuliffe reveals, they have many
evolutionary motives for manipulating their host's behavior. Far more often than appreciated, these
puppeteers orchestrate the interplay between predator and prey. With astonishing precision, parasites can
coax rats to approach cats, spiders to transform the patterns of their webs, and fish to draw the attention of
birds that then swoop down to feast on them.

We humans are hardly immune to the profound influence of parasites. Organisms we pick up from our own
pets are strongly suspected of changing our personality traits and contributing to recklessness, impulsivity -
even suicide. Microbes in our gut affect our emotions and the very wiring of our brains. Germs that cause
colds and flu may alter our behavior even before symptoms become apparent.

Parasites influence our species on the cultural level, too. As McAuliffe documents, a subconscious fear of
contagion impacts virtually every aspect of our lives, from our sexual attractions and social circles to our
morals and political views. Drawing on a huge body of research, she argues that our dread of contamination
is an evolved defense against parasites - and a double-edged sword. The horror and revulsion we feel when
we come in contact with people who appear diseased or dirty helped pave the way for civilization but may
also be the basis for major divisions in societies that persist to this day.

In the tradition of Jared Diamond's Guns, Germs, and Steel and Neil Shubin's Your Inner Fish, This Is Your
Brain on Parasites is both a journey into cutting-edge science and a revelatory examination of what it means
to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This This Is Your Brain on Parasites: How
Tiny Creatures Manipulate Our Behavior and Shape Society is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gary Lane:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This This Is Your Brain on Parasites: How Tiny Creatures Manipulate Our Behavior and
Shape Society book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to give to you. The writer associated with This Is Your Brain on Parasites: How Tiny Creatures Manipulate
Our Behavior and Shape Society content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
This Is Your Brain on Parasites: How Tiny Creatures Manipulate Our Behavior and Shape Society is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

David Hester:

The publication untitled This Is Your Brain on Parasites: How Tiny Creatures Manipulate Our Behavior and
Shape Society is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of This Is
Your Brain on Parasites: How Tiny Creatures Manipulate Our Behavior and Shape Society from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Patricia Ackermann:

The reason? Because this This Is Your Brain on Parasites: How Tiny Creatures Manipulate Our Behavior
and Shape Society is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such
as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I



were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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