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Today we are used to reaching for a painkiller when we get a headache, we take anesthetics and antibiotics
for granted, and we would not dream of making our own medicines. But until a century ago that was far from
the case, and people had to seek their own remedies or depend on far-from-reliable doctors and apothecaries
for everything from an ingrown toenail to amputation.
           
How to Cure the Plague presents a stark reminder of the days when medicine was based on guesswork or
superstition, when diagnoses and treatments were bizarre, and, in some situations, even downright
disgusting. Compiling excerpts from a range of publications from the Middle Ages to the nineteenth century,
including handbills, pamphlets, medical textbooks, and domestic compendia, Julian Walker shows the twists
and turns, and the occasional direct routes, that people have taken in the business of trying to understand the
processes of disease and the restoration of health. For example, an eighteenth-century treatment for asthma
advises: “Live a fortnight on boiled carrots only.” The Anglo-Saxons had a cure for warts: “For warts take
hound’s urine and mouse’s blood, mixed together, anoint the warts with it, they will soon go away.”; the
Tudors had one for bedwetting: “A mouse rotted and given to children to eat remedieth pissing the bed.”; and
the 1607 method for stopping the hiccups was: “Take thy finger ends, and stop both thine ears very hard, and
the hiccup will cease immediately.” It was not all toads and brandy, however, and Walker reveals a number
of herb-based treatments that form the basis for many of our pharmaceuticals today.
           
How to Cure the Plague and Other Remedies is a fascinating, illustrated compilation of some of the most
curious and disturbing cures from history and is a must-read for anyone interested in the development of
modern medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious
Remedies why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Linda Gabriel:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Dorothy Stanek:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like How to Cure the Plague:
And Other Curious Remedies which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Chad Steinberger:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious
Remedies can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have How to Cure the Plague: And
Other Curious Remedies.



Download and Read Online How to Cure the Plague: And Other
Curious Remedies Julian Walker #XRQI4ALCPOZ



Read How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies by
Julian Walker for online ebook

How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies by Julian Walker Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies by Julian Walker books to read online.

Online How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies by Julian Walker ebook
PDF download

How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies by Julian Walker Doc

How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies by Julian Walker Mobipocket

How to Cure the Plague: And Other Curious Remedies by Julian Walker EPub


