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One of the most dominant strains of ukiyo-e - "pictures of the floating world” - in the early 19th century
concerned itself with depictions of prostitutes and geisha, the denizens and queens of pleasure quarters such
as the Yoshiwara in old Edo. A symbiosis between art and life helped form a new cult of the courtesan, an
idealized icon whose skills in love-making were matched only by her sophistication, wit and elegance. In
ukiyo-e, the exotic kimono of the courtesan became a canvas upon which artists like Kunisada could project
their most outré, intricate and colour-saturated designs, dazzling bursts of flora, fauna and arcane symbolism.
Known as bijin-ga ("beauty pictures”), this print genre flourished right up until the 1860s, when its
popularity began to wane. EMPIRE OF THE SENSES contains an extensive selection of courtesan portraits
and triptychs, by artists ranging from Choki and Eisho to Kunichika, Kunisada II and Kyosai, as well as
many other prints of female beauty. It also has sections on genj-e (beauty triptychs inspired by the literary
classic Genji monogatari) and onnagata (kabuki actors who specialised in female impersonation), and
includes two complete sets of classic bijin-ga from the Meiji period: Yoshitoshi's Fûzoku Sanjûnisô ("32
Aspects Of Beauty”, 1888), and Kiyochika's Hana Moyo ("Flower Designs”, 1896). EMPIRE OF THE
SENSES features over 200 rare and exceptional Japanese woodblock prints of beautiful women. The artists
featured in the book comprise many of the most outstanding ukiyo-e print-designers of the Edo and Meiji
periods, each of whom used their immense artistic talent and imagination to brilliantly illuminate the
enigmatic allure of Japanese femininity. Artists featured include: Eisho, Eishi, Choki, Utamaro, Eizan, Eisen,
Shikimaro, Shunsen, Toyokuni I, Kunisada, Kuniyoshi, Yoshitoshi, Yoshiyuki, Kunichika, Sadahide,
Shigenobu, Tominobu, Sadakage, Kunisada II, Sencho, Fusatane, Yoshitora, Yoshiiku, Toyoshige, Kyosai,
Chikanobu, and Kiyochika.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Empire Of The
Senses: Beauty Prints From The Floating World (Ukiyo-e Master Series)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Christopher Morton:

The e-book untitled Empire Of The Senses: Beauty Prints From The Floating World (Ukiyo-e Master Series)
is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Empire Of The Senses:
Beauty Prints From The Floating World (Ukiyo-e Master Series) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Phyllis Ramirez:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Empire Of The Senses: Beauty
Prints From The Floating World (Ukiyo-e Master Series) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Joaquin Bedard:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Empire Of The Senses: Beauty Prints From The Floating World (Ukiyo-e Master Series) we can get
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this
book Empire Of The Senses: Beauty Prints From The Floating World (Ukiyo-e Master Series). You can
more inviting than now.
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