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The Affair of the Poisons, as it became known, was an extraordinary episode that took place in France during
the reign of Louis XIV. When poisoning and black magic became widespread, arrests followed. Suspects
included those among the highest ranks of society. Many were tortured and numerous executions resulted.

The 1676 torture and execution of the Marquise de Brinvilliers marked the start of the scandal which rocked
the foundations of French society and sent shock waves through all of Europe. Convicted of conspiring with
her adulterous lover to poison her father and brothers in order to secure the family fortune, the marquise was
the first member of the noble class to fall.
In the French court of the period, where sexual affairs were numerous, ladies were not shy of seeking help
from the murkier elements of the Parisian underworld, and fortune-tellers supplemented their dubious trade
by selling poison.

It was not long before the authorities were led to believe that Louis XIV himself was at risk. With the police
chief of Paris police alerted, every hint of danger was investigated. Rumors abounded and it was not long
before the King ordered the setting up of a special commission to investigate the poisonings and bring
offenders to justice. No one, the King decreed, no matter how grand, would be spared having to account for
their conduct.

The royal court was soon thrown into disarray. The Mistress of the Robes and a distinguished general were
among the early suspects. But they paled into insignificance when the King's mistress was incriminated. If,
as was said, she had engaged in vile Satanic rituals and had sought to poison a rival for the King's affections,
what was Louis XIV to do?

Anne Somerset has gone back to original sources, letters and earlier accounts of the affair. By the end of her
account, she reaches firm conclusions on various crucial matters. The Affair of the Poisons is an enthralling
account of a sometimes bizarre period in French history.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Sala:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Affair of the
Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV suitable to you? The particular book
was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Affair of the Poisons: Murder,
Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIVis a single of several books that everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

William Medellin:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV.

Anna Sanders:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Affair of the Poisons: Murder,
Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking
out this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need
to have The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV.

Raymond Guajardo:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV we can get
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV. You can more
attractive than now.
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