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This book is the first sustained modern investigation of Plato’s theology. A central thesis of the book is that
Plato had a theology—not just a mythology for the ideal city, not just the theory of forms or the theory of
cosmic souls, but also, irreducible to any of these, an account of God as Nous (Reason), the source of rational
order both to souls and the world of bodies. The understanding of God as Reason, and of the world as
governed directly or indirectly by Reason, is worked out in the dialogues of Plato’s last period, the
Statesman, Philebus, Timaeus, and Laws. These dialogues offer a strategy for explaining the physical world
that goes beyond anything in the middle dialogues, and gives the best starting point for understanding the
cosmologies and theologies of Aristotle, the Stoics, and later ancient thinkers.

Menn focuses on the Timaeus as Plato’s most sustained effort to provide what (according to the Phaedo)
Anaxagoras had failed to deliver: an explanation of the world through Reason, showing that things are as
they are because it is best, or because it best serves the order of the world as a whole. Anaxagoras was
disappointed because he explained things through their material constituents, without explaining why the
constituents are ordered as they are; but the theory of forms has the same defect, since it cannot explain why
different parts of the universe participate in different forms according to a particular order. The Timaeus and
other late dialogues attempt to supply the missing explanation of the ordering of the physical world. These
dialogues do not retreat from the middle dialogue theory of forms, nor do they escape into an esoteric theory
of numbers; but they add to the middle dialogues an analysis of the principles necessary to account for the
existence and partial intelligibility of the sensible world—not only forms and a material substance but also
Nous and souls.

Although the demiurge of the Timaeus (and his counterpart the Nous of Philebus) is represented as a cause
both to souls and bodies, most scholars have been reluctant to identify the demiurge as a being separate from
and superior to souls, because they think that both the meaning of the Greek word nous and Plato’s own
statements require that Nous is either a kind of soul (mind or rational soul) or something inseparable from
souls (rational mental activity). Reexamining the linguistic evidence and the Platonic texts, Menn argues that
nous can mean something separate from souls, namely the virtue of rationality or intelligence that souls
participate in. Menn argues that Anaxagoras’ Nous should be construed as such a virtue; then he examines
what status this virtue has in the context of the Platonic theory of forms, and how it is a cause both to souls
and to bodies. Soul plays a crucial role in mediating the causality of Nous and introducing rational order into
the world of bodies, but neither soul in general nor the world-soul in particular can be identified with Nous.

Menn stresses the pre-Socratic context for the cosmology and theology of Plato’s late dialogues; he argues
for the importance of Diogenes of Appolonia in particular, and he reconstructs a possible new fragment of
Diogenes from the Timaeus and from the Hippocratic treatise On Breaths. In the Timaeus and other late
dialogues Plato attempts to do better than his predecessors by standards implicit in Socrates’ critique of
Anaxagoras in the Phaedo, but what Plato offers remains consciously provisional. Aristotle argues that the
Timaeus remains liable to some of the same criticisms that Socrates had leveled against Anaxagoras, and
Aristotle’s own cosmology and theology take up Plato’s challenge to carry out Anaxagoras’ promise of an
explanation of the world through Nous, and attempt to improve on the Timaeus as Plato had improved on
Anaxagoras. In this way the Timaeus serves as an essential starting point, not only for those later ancient
philosophers who took it as an authoritative statement on the world and on God but also for those who took it
as a challenge to do better.
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From reader reviews:

John Honeycutt:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer
that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Plato on God as
Nous to read.

Norma Lorentzen:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Plato on God as Nous it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Sandra Phillips:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Plato on God as Nous.

Judy Marinez:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Plato on God as Nous we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Plato on God as Nous. You can more inviting than
now.
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